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Did you want your project to be to get LEED certified for your project? LEED is a certification 

thatwhich shows your commitment to sustainable building practices. There are gooda number 

of reasons to consider sustainability in your building practices, is important including protecting 

the environment, promoting energy efficiency, and accentuating it goes hand-in-hand with 

aesthetics.  

As an architecture firm focused on high-end homes built to integrate into the natural 

environment, we’ve prepared this tutorial primarily  to applyapplies to residential homes. Follow 

these steps to navigate the process: 
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Step 1: Confirm Project Eligibility 

Check if your project meets the requirements for LEED certification. Different rating systems 

existexit for various project types, such as . Nnew construction, existing buildings, interior 

design, and neighborhood development. LEED certification requires residential projects to 

address health, resilience, savings, and value: 

Resilience:... 

Health:... 

Savings… 

Value… 

 

Residential 

LEED-certified homes are designed to ensure our comfort and good health by providingprovide 

clean, pure indoor air and ample natural light whileand to usinguse safe building materials. to 

ensure our comfort and good health. They help us reduce our energy and water consumption, 

thereby lowering utilityutitlity bills each month, among other financial benefits. Using the 
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strategies outlined in LEED, home owners haveare having a net-positive impact on their 

communities. 

LEED hHomes are also designed, constructed and operated to be resilient in adverse conditions, 

including. and are developed with proactive design planning for potential impacts of 

catastrophic weather. 

Health: LEED Homes are designed to maximize indoor fresh air and minimize exposure to 

airborne toxins and pollutants, making it healthier and more comfortable.  

Savings: LEED hHomes use less energy and water, which means lower utility bills. On average, 

certified hHomes use 20 to 30 percent less energy than nNon-gGreen hHomes., with  sSome 

certified homes savesaving up to 60 percent.  

Value: With proper planning, LEED homes can be built for the same cost as Nnon-gGreen 

hHomes. LEED homes can qualify for discounted homeowner’s insurance, tax breaks and other 

incentives. IAnd in many markets, certified LEED Green Hhomes are now selling quicker and for 

more money than comparable nNon-gGreen hHomes.  

For better hHomes, accountability makes a difference. Through a carefully managed, 

independent, third-party verification system, LEED-certification affirms the integrity of green 

building commitments by ensuring project teams are delivering on design plans and goals. and 

Tthird-party validation helps guarantee that each project saves energy, water and other 

resources, reducing overall environmental impact. No cutting corners. 
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Determine which ratingraiting 
system aligns with your project. 

Step 2: Seek Assistance fFrom aA LEED Accredited 
Professional 

In the initial stages of project planning, it is advisable to seek guidance from a LEED Accredited 

Professional (LEED AP). These highly trained professionals possess the extensive expertise 

necessary to help you navigate the complexities of the certification process. Collaborating with 

a LEED AP enhances your project's chances of achieving LEED certification. 

Step 3: Establish Clear Sustainability Objectives 

To ensure that your sustainability goals are aligned with your project's overarching vision, 

financial constraints, and timeline,D define specific sustainability objectives for yourtheir project 

based on the selected LEED rating system.  to pPrioritize goals related to energy efficiency, 

water conservation, indoor air quality, material selection, and more. Ensuring that your 

sustainability goals aligned with your project's overarching vision, financial constraints, and 

timeline. 

 

Here are some sustainability objectives for residential homes seeking LEED certification: 

Energy Efficiency: Implement energy-efficient design and systems to reduce energy 

consumption and lower utility costs.  
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Objectives may include:  

● Installing high-efficiency HVAC systems and appliances, 

●  eEnhancing insulation and air sealing to minimize heat loss,  

● Following passive sSolar design principles to optimize natural heating and cooling,  

Water Conservation: Implement strategies to reduce water usage and promote efficient water 

management.  

Objectives may include:  

● Installing low-flow fixtures such as faucets, showerheads, and toilets,  

● iImplementing rainwater harvesting systems for landscape irrigation, and 

●  Utilizingutilize drought-resistant landscaping to minimize water demand. 

Indoor Air Quality: Enhance indoor air quality to promote occupant health and comfort.  

Objectives may include:  

● Using low-VOC paints, finishes, and adhesives,  

● Installing adequate ventilation through mechanical ventilation systems or using 

natural ventilation strategies that provide adequate ventilation,  and  

● Aavoiding moisture intrusion, oOzone emissions and mold growth through proper 

building envelope design and moisture management practices. 

Materials Selection: Choose environmentally preferable materials to minimize environmental 

impact and promote resource efficiency. There are  

Oobjectives that may include: 



 

 

 

●  sSelecting locally sourced and sustainably harvested materials to reduce 

transportation emissions,  

● uUsing recycled and recyclable materials to minimize waste and promote circularity 

● , aAvoiding materials with harmful chemicals or substances like 

formaldehydeformaldahyde, polybrominated ethers (PBDEs), lLead, mMercury, and 

chlorinatedcClorinated polyvinylPolyvinl cChloride (CPVC),  that pose health risks. 

Site Sustainability: Design and develop the site in a manner that minimizes environmental 

impact and promotes ecological stewardship.  

Objectives may include:  

● Preserving existing vegetation and minimizing site disturbance during construction 

● , Implementing permeable paving and green infrastructure to manage stormwater 

runoff,  

● pPromoting biodiversity through landscaping practices that support native plant and 

wildlife habitats. 

 

Step 4: Integrate Sustainable Design and 
Construction Practices 

It is imperative you Iintegrate sustainable design and construction practices into every phase of 

your project to achievefind success. ImplementEmphasize the implementation of energy-

efficient systems, useutilization of renewable materials, adoptadoption of water-saving 



 

 

 

technologies, and followadoption of waste reduction strategies. These practicesinitiatives will 

contribute to achieving LEED certification and promoteing environmental stewardship. 

Step 5: Maintain Detailed Documentation of 
Compliance 

Abide byMaintain comprehensive documentation to demonstrate compliance with the specific 

documentation requirements outlined in the chosen LEED rating system. Documented evidence 

willshould encompass design drawings, specifications of products specifications, construction 

documentation, and commissioning reports, amongnd other pertinent materialsinformation. 

Step 6: Ssubmit LEED Certification Application 

Once you have completed your project and fulfilled the LEED requirements, Upon project 

completion and fulfillment of the requisite LEED requirements, submit a certification application 

through the LEED oOnline platform. Include thorough documentation and evidence to 

substantiate your project's eligibility for LEED certification and pay. 

Additionally, ensure timely payment of the requisite certification fees. 



 

 

 

Step 7: Attain LEED Certification 

The Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI) will review and verify Upon 

successful review and verification of your project's sustainability performance. 

by the Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI), Once verified, you will be 

awarded official LEED certification by the US Green Building Council (USGBC). 

This certification signifiesd yourtheir project's commitment to sustainable 

design and construction practices. 

Step 89: Sustain Ongoing Sustainability 
Performance 

Recognize that LEED certification represents an ongoing commitment to sustainability 

excellence. Implement measures to monitor and enhance your building's sustainability 

performance post-occupancy. Identify opportunities for continual improvement by One should 

conductingconduct periodic evaluations, energy audits, and perform occupant surveys to 

identify opportunities for continual improvement. 

 

Congratulations on successfully navigating the process of obtaining LEED certification for your 

project. Your dedication to sustainability contributes tohas contributed to the creation of a more 

environmentally responsible built environment. 

For additional guidance and resources on your sustainability 
journey and how to achieve certification status, explore the 
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USGBC website which offers educational materials, case studies 
and you can networking opportunities within the LEED 
community. 

© Streamlined 

222 Fake Street, Portland, Oregon 12345 

Commented [12]: Link missing 

Commented [13]: Formatted as a heading - is this 
intentional - for emphasis? 


